less than half   is occupied by the liwan,
and the other three sides have sheltered

arcades.

^The arches surrounding

^^                                              o

the central court are supported partly on
columns and partly on piers, and above each
arch there are two semi-circular headed
windows. The interior of the building was
originally richly decorated with marble
mosaics and windows of coloured glass.
The columns stand on square pedestals
and their Corinthian capitals are of diff-
erent dates and variations. They carry
pulvins forming imposts for the arches
which are slightly horse-shoe in shape.
On top of these arches stand another tier
of smaller arches that spring from squat
columns. They support the roof and add
to the height of the liwan. Besides the
horse-shoe arch, the two-storied arcades
and the dome rising in the centre of the
liwan, many other architectural innova-
tions were employed in this mosque. It
was the very first time in the history of
architecture that the horse-shoe arch was
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